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448 O Darkest Woe 

 

 

 
 
5 Such innocence! 

His countenance 
    A fount of faith undying! 
Worlds on worlds cannot contain 
    Grief at Him here lying. 

 
6 O Virgin’s Son, 

What Thou hast won 
    Is far beyond all telling: 
How our God, detested, died, 
    Hell and devil felling. 

 
7 O Jesus Christ, 

Who sacrificed 
    Thy life for lifeless mortals: 
Be my life in death and bring 
    Me to heaven’s portals! 

Text (sts. 2–7): © Joseph Herl. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 
Text (st. 1) and tune: Public domain 

 
Opening Versicles 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 

 



4 

Psalmody 
 

Psalm 51  
1Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy 
 blot out my transgressions. 
2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
 and cleanse me from my sin! 

3For I know my transgressions, 
 and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you, you only, have I sinned 
 and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you may be justified in your words 
 and blameless in your judgment. 
5Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
 and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
6Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 
 and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
 wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
 let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 
9Hide your face from my sins, 
 and blot out all my iniquities. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
11Cast me not away from your presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
 and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
 and sinners will return to you. 
14Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, 
 O God of my salvation, 
 and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness. 
15O Lord, open my lips, 
 and my mouth will declare your praise. 
16For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; 
 you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 
17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

18Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; 
 build up the walls of Jerusalem; 
19then will you delight in right sacrifices, 
 in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; 
 then bulls will be offered on your altar. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 
Tune: Public domain 
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P The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John, the 19th chapter. 
 
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers also twisted together a crown 
of thorns and placed it on his head. Then they threw a purple robe around him. 3 They 
kept coming to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they kept hitting him in the 
face. 
4 Pilate went outside again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let 
you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” 
5 So Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, 
“Behold the man!” 
6 When the chief priests and guards saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!” 

Pilate told them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no basis for a charge 
against him.” 
7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die, 
because he claimed to be the Son of God.” 
8 When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 9 He went back inside the 
palace again and asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” 

But Jesus gave him no answer. 
10 So Pilate asked him, “Are you not talking to me? Don’t you know that I have the au-
thority to release you or to crucify you?” 
11 Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over me at all if it had not been given to 
you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.” 
12 From then on Pilate tried to release Jesus. But the Jews shouted, “If you let this man 
go, you are no friend of Caesar! Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar!” 
13 When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside. He sat down on the judge’s 
seat at a place called the Stone Pavement, or Gabbatha in Aramaic. 14 It was about the sixth 
hour on the Preparation Day for the Passover. Pilate said to the Jews, “Here is your king!” 

15 They shouted, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” 

Pilate said to them, “Should I crucify your king?” 

“We have no king but Caesar!” the chief priests answered. 
16 So then Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified. 

So they took Jesus away. 
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450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded sts. 4–7 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 
Tune: Public domain 
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16 So then Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified. 

So they took Jesus away. 17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to what is called the 
Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him 
with two others, one on each side, and Jesus in the middle. 
19 Pilate also had a notice written and fastened on the cross. It read, “Jesus the Naza-
rene, the King of the Jews.” 
20 Many of the Jews read this notice, because the place where Jesus was crucified 
was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek. 
21 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the 
Jews,’ but that ‘this man said, “I am the King of the Jews.”’” 
22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 
23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four 
parts, one part for each soldier. They also took his tunic, which was seamless, wo-
ven in one piece from top to bottom. 24 So they said to one another, “Let’s not tear it. 
Instead, let’s cast lots to see who gets it.” This was so that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled which says: 

They divided my garments among them 
and cast lots for my clothing. 

So the soldiers did these things. 
25 Jesus’ mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene 
were standing near the cross. 
26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he 
said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son!” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Here 
is your mother!” And from that time this disciple took her into his own home. 
28 After this, knowing that everything had now been finished, and to fulfill the Scrip-
ture, Jesus said, “I thirst.” 
29 A jar full of sour wine was sitting there. So they put a sponge soaked in sour wine 
on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 
30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished!” Then, bowing his 
head, he gave up his spirit. 
31 Since it was the Preparation Day, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the 
crosses over the Sabbath (because that Sabbath was a particularly important day). 
They asked Pilate to have the men’s legs broken and the bodies taken away. 32 So 
the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first man who was crucified with Jesus, 
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and then those of the other man. 
33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break 
his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear. Immediately 
blood and water came out. 35 The one who saw it has testified, and his testimony is 
true. He knows that he is telling the truth, so that you also may believe. 36 Indeed, 
these things happened so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, “Not one of his bones 
will be broken.” 37 Again another Scripture says, “They will look at the one they 
pierced.” 
38 After this, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear 
of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him remove Jesus’ body. When Pilate gave him per-
mission, he came and took Jesus’ body away. 39 Nicodemus, who earlier had come to 
Jesus at night, also came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-two 
pounds. 
40 They took Jesus’ body and bound it with linen strips along with the spices, in ac-
cord with Jewish burial customs. 
41 There was a garden at the place where Jesus was crucified. And in the garden was a 
new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 42 So they laid Jesus there, because it 
was the Jewish Preparation Day, and the tomb was near. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory 
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434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 
 
Sermon 
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5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 
    That from pain I might be free; 
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 
    Thence I gain security; 
Comfortless Thy soul did languish 
Me to comfort in my anguish. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 

    And hast borne it patiently, 
Even death by crucifixion, 
    Fully to atone for me; 
Thou didst choose to be tormented 
That my doom should be prevented. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 
 
 
7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 

    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 
For Thine anguish in the Garden, 
    I will thank Thee evermore, 
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 
    For that last triumphant cry, 
    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

420 Christ, the Life of All the Living 
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Prayers 
 

 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus 
Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men to 
suffer death upon the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, You willed that Your Son should bear for us the 
pains of the cross and so remove from us the power of the adversary. Help us so to 
remember and give thanks for our Lord’s passion that we may receive forgiveness 
of sin and redemption from everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

+ God bless your meditation these holy days! + 


